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Sustainable Energy for Development (SED)

Mobilizing the Market for Biogas Technology

Addressing Bangladesh's energy needs is one of the
priority areas of Bangladesh-German development
cooperation. The Program Sustainable Energy for
Development (SED), supported by the Ministry of
Power, Energy, and Mineral Resources and the German
Fedcral Ministry for Economic Cooperation and
Development, through GTZ, is deeply involved in
Bangladesh's effort to provide more and reliable energy
to its people through the dissemination of renewable
energy technologies and the more efficient use of energy

from all sources.

809% of all Bangladeshis cook with traditional biomass,
such as rice husks, jute sticks, cow dung;, or wood. In
fact, 50% of Bangladesh’s total energy supply comes
from biomass sources. However, biomass is becoming
increasingly scarce and costly, putting additional
pressure on already stretched poor households and
resulting in unsustainably low levels of organic matter
and nutrients in the soil.

A simple, comparatively inexpensive, but highly
effective way to use biomass more efficiently and thus
conserve on biomass is through the use of biogas
digesters. Biogas digesters, fed with cow dung, poultry
litter, night soil, urine, crop wastes, water hyacinth,
leaves, etc., produce biogas, a mixture of mainly
methane and carbon-dioxide, which can be used as a
clean fuel for cooking and lighting or to power an
electric generator. The biogas digesters also constantly
release high-quality, germ-free organic fertilizer in the
form of bio-slurry

The SED Program has been working with several
partner organizations to test the potential of larger
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biogas plants in the rural/urban-rural fringe areas
through demonstration projects. During the first
initiative, 60 plants were sold, primarily through
micro-credit, by Grameen Shaktdi to poultry farmers and
several slaughterhouses. By September 2007 the
program has been involved in the construction of
almost 500 biogas digesters in poultry farms, slaughter-
houses, madrassas, and schools throughout Bangladesh.
Dairy farms and prisons are future customers. The
target is to install over 2000 biogas digesters by 2009,







